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CONTAINING, 

er Amours with Albimarides^ P. Akxisy &c. 
Her Departure from rhe Court, The Particu- 
lars of her Settlement. An AcdOunt of feveral 
curious Incidents that happened in the Courfe 
of. her Rivalfliip with Mils iWW^»ri^. Faith- 
iful Copies of feveral of her Letters, particular! vl, 
one. to "P. Akxls on her firft finding herfeffll 
Pregnant J and another 'to the Q^ > ' ■ . con- 
cerning her Condition j together with all 
other remarkable Occurences thro' the whole 
Courfe of her Intrigues. 

Tjd which is annexed^ 

*he Lady^s Laft Shift ; or^ a Cure 
for Shame. A TALE. 
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TO 

:Five Hon. MAIDS. 



JT yout Feet t lay tlie 

I fbUowirig Treacife,- and 

humbly itnplorc you to 

take it under your Care 

I and Vtottdiiony for Rca- 

fons which you may ve- 



ry well guefs, and there is no Ncceflicy 

I for meotioning them. The Story, thp' 
brought ftofti anoriitt Country, is lite- 
rally true, and is pretty near upon s 
Par^lel with a certain young Lady, 
B whom 



vi ^e^icjtion:. 

whom Lov€ and Beauty has ftnderedl 
odious CO Virtue ; .and therefore, as 
Tendernefs and Compaffioa glow iti 
your Breafis, fo I hope you will pity 
the poor Fanelld^ that. fallen Aogel, whdb 
facrificed her Fame and Reputation td 
Cupid^ and (hipwrecked her Virtue in 
his CaufCi 

WHAT an imprudent Part has fht 
played .> Could (he not dance without 
faying the Piper ? But in good truths 
fhtjiggd it about to Ibmc Tune. You 
very well know. Ladies, that if every 
Body's Faults^ were printed in their 
Foreheads, Vizors would be more in 
Fafliion than Hoop Petticoats ; and 
tho' you might wink at Vamllds Frail* 
ty, yet I am perfuaded you will cen- 
fure her Conduct in not guarding her^ 
felf againfl a Difcovery. Lud ! Lud ! 
I warrant you that the poor Girl was 
hugely afraid of leading Apes in Hell ; 
but as well t» avoid that curfed Fate, 
as likewife dreading the Thoughts of 
lofing her TeemingTimey Ihe refolved not 
to live an Od Maid in this World, and 
therefore ventured, like a Virago, to be 
made a Woman ; and fo prevent the 0« 
dium and Difgrace which her own Sex 

would 
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would caft upon her, atijd the malicious 
Treacmenc of our's. 

I Am ready to acknowledge, that 
f^anellas Indifcretion was great: But 
then conHder^ fair Ladies^ that your 
Sex is naturally weakl The Falling 
Sicknefs^ you know, is an hereditary 
Diltemper in mod Families ; it was the 
firft Difeafc that crept into the World, 
and Mother Eve was tlje firft Perfon 
whom it feized. If therefore our Law- 
yers will allow Cuftom and Prefcription 
to be good PleaSf f^anefia furcjy might 
plead beft in her Juftification. Ye Ho- 
nourable Maids are alfo (enfible wfietf 
Temptation is ftrong, Defire inflan|ed^ , 
Youth prefling, and Opportunity 13- 
viting, 'tis no Q2^fy Matter to refill the ^ 
C R I T I C A 3L MINUTE, efpeci. 
ally when Virtue, which fhould have 
guarded, has deferted Love's Tottal^ 
and ieft it ppen for the Befiegcr to £»- 
/^r whenever he is inclined to do it. 
Sothe have capitulated upon honourable 
Terms ; others, knowing the Generofi- 
ty of the Enemy, h^ve fyrrendered at 
pifcretion ; and a gencroas Foe has of- 
llen' proved kinder to the former than to 
the latter, 

'' '[• ' B ^ YOU 
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YOU will fty> perhaps, that the 
Fair Concuifinf ought to have been more 
rudent than to let the Burlinefs about 
ler'Hips, and the Shortnefs of her 
Petticoats difclofedwhat fhe had been 
^aing^ But I appeal to aD ihQ knowing 
Part of your* Sex; I appeal even to 
yourfclves, whether you believe ix. poC- 
fible to abllain from returning Love for 
Love in the CRITICAL MINUTE ? 
For then the Senfes are in a Rapture, 
and the Thoughts of what may be the 
Confequence of the amorous Encounter 
are fwallowed up and loll in the Extafy 
of Love Enjoyments. There is no 
Room for porecafi at fuch a Jundlure, 
and the Mind is fo clofely employed 
about the Tiwe prefent^ that the future 
cannot be confulced j but fuppofing that 
Lovers (hould be fo prudent as to grati* 
fy one another by Turn?, ye will al- 
low, lurely, that a Moiety of the Fruu 
tion is wanting, and that it is but an 
Half Tleafure at bpft. Can ye not tell 
by Experience that there is Harmony 
in a Concert^ and tliat it ravilhes tb© 
Senfes, which a fingle Perfon, tho' his 
InHrument be never fo good^ cannot 
cJfTea? 

IF 
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IF any of you have done thcTa^ 
Things you mull needs own whar I hav^ 
juft now afTerced to be true, and im- 
pute it not to Difcretion or prudent 
Maqageiinent that ye have efcaped the 
publick Shame which befel f^^»^//^ • 
for fome Women, like fome Fields, 
are barren through Frigidity, but when 
that Caule is removed, by ufing proper 
Methods, they will foon grow prolific^ 
and very probjibly produce Fruit meet 
far Repentance. 

PANELL4 was not the firft, 
nor will flie be the laft, young Creature 
that has given a Loofe to Love : Court 
Ladies, who have had a lar|;er Share of 
Undemanding, and more ^di^need in 
Years, which fhould have taught them 
Wifdom, have been fcdu^ied, and I 
need not go oiit of this JCingdom fot 

Examples. 

■> . . _ 

WE have w Bnglijb Ptpverb which 
lays, There is no barm done, when a good 
Child is got. If this hoWs true, then 
the Memory of Vandt^k will fmell as 
fweet as a Violet. And let me afHirc 
you, that a Woman, born of iipbic 

Pa* 
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Parentage, and debauched, even by a 
Perfon of Quality, if flie has Wealth at 
command^ values not what inalicious 
Tongues lay of her* 

CONSIDER, Ladies, that Virtue 
and . Chaftity arc the brighteft Jewels 
chit c^ii ^<|orn a Woman ; cheir Value 
is ineflimabk^ their Ldfs irretrievable : 
Confideir therefore, and confidcr feri* 
ciifly, in wh?|t great JEftimation you 
ought to have theni. But if, after all 
the Advicd and Admonition that has 
been given y^u, if ye prove deaf (p &g^ 
and good Counfel, if ye will turn Re- 
trograde, J»nd follow f^anelUs Example^ 
yet buoy not your felves up with thcf 
vain Expedation of b^Y^^iS ^* 8^^ 
Provifion fpt ye,, as flie has. Settle- 
ment^ are preC^rioUs Things, and it 
will be too If^te to infifl upon, pr, dc;tDand 
honourable Terms, when ye aic;c ili ' the 
Hands of the Enemy; you muft rely 
then upon his Munificence, jin^ 1^ (\ib- 
^e<a to his Will and Pleifure when he 
jas you in his Bower- If therefore yc 
are determined to difpofe of your pre- 
cious Jewels, befure to oblige the Pur- 
chafer to pay ready Money, or at leaft 
io give ye good Security ; if ye ad' o- 

' therwife, 
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therwife, ched to your ii:r«tcievable 
LofSj will be added Folly and Indifcre- 
tion, ye will give the World juft Caufe 
to laiigh at your Imprudence, and con- 
demn your Simplicity. 



I atift 
With frofound Riff €&, 

LA D IE S, 
Tour moSi faithful CcmftUcr^ 
Tm moit bumhk and 
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To the READER. 

^S no Care or Tains have heen 
^ /pared in coUeUir^ Materials 
i from the left md mofl apfrm^d 
Aathors for familUng the following Ac' 
conMt of Vanella'j L«/ej and as Ihave 
not -mlfijly orm:ted any me Toitit or Cir- 
CHmJlmce that is of any Moment to her 
Stmy, fo Uke'wife there is noticing here in* 
ferted but what was found in the Records 
of Time. If the Hi/lories from whence I 
have taken thefe CoUeSions areffuriotts or 
defeHive^ the Charge ought to Mlaid at 
the Doors of their /Authors; but there 
feems to be fo much Veracity m them, that 
no one 1 believe will maize a doubt of their 
leing genuine. 

C Beau r 
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Beauty may very nsoeUhe compard 
toRicbeSy neither of them is pernicious in 
itfelf, but the general Confequence of both 
are Trefumpion, Tride, Arrogancy^ Co^ 
cupifence^ wicked TleafureSy and unjati^ 
able ^efire^ of encreajtng thai 'Portion 
isiihich people have m PoJfeJJion. Thp 
Truth of this ^ertion is conjimCd by dai* 
ly Experience, and I may - fay, that 
Beauty in a iVoman, if not accomtmaed 
'wifh a more than drdinivy Share of Virtue^ 
for the moji Tart terminates in her Buin ; 
for thoi^h fhe may indtdge her Fancy luith 
the Thoughts of captivating and fecurim 
the Heart of the Man fhe loves, yet a 
' too frequently happens that Beauty renders 
a Woman rmferable and contemptible: For, 
as the Poet ftr^s. 

Beau t t's a gaudy Sign, no more v 
To tempt the Gazer to the. Door; 
Within the Entertainment lies. 
Far off remov'd from vulgar Eyes. 

And 



( XV ) 

,^nd when a Man has pjfeffed her, h^ 
inalues her BeatUy no more than as it con. 
duces to encreafe his huft, and give a dou- 
He Relijh to Frmtion. This 'was the 
Cafe (?/" Vandlaj '^ho, ifjhe had freferved 
her Cbajiiiy, might have enjoy a all the 
Felicity that this World could afford; hut 
Jhe 'who 'was an Angel of Light is now 
becmie an Angel of Darknefs, and the 
Siain of hfsr Relation is indelible, 
Thus'we fee that Beauty is rather a Curfe 
than BleJfif^iOnd h&va mortifying mufi it be 
ts^ a bemtiftd Vf^oman, 'when Jhe finds herfelf 
forfaken, even though Jhe has Tqjahon 
her Side, and, beholds her hover raifeUng 
andisjontomnginth^ Embraces of another ^ 
^ho is older ^ and, no( near fi handfome as 

The "Bidder isaUfit^ W^J Tranf-^ 
anions in this Hijiory\ 'which have been, 
hem fecret by Art and hdttflry ; md^ 
tho^tffh he mujl needs a^fiaud the Qene^ 
rofty of Trince Alexis, yet he cinnot in 
Jtiflice vindicate or countenance his Be^^ 
^f C % hapiour 
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haviour to Vauella, isuhofe Tame is Jo 
muchMmiJhed^ that it caafk never- be^ brought 
to its former Lufire. Her Hijhry cm^ 
team many uncommon and' fur^ri^g Ad^ 
ventures^ but asjhe abufed tSegood ATii- 
ture and Indulgence of her Rojal 
Miflrefsj her Fall of^d ^ifgrace^ has ren^ 
dered her hfs pttyedl 

Having flri^t her ofherGi:2eehm Habit ^ 
I here £refent her tt> ymin an Englifli 
^refs ; not pompous and' goMc^^ nor yet 
abjeSy but in fuch A^paret' axmay not 
create a ^Difgufl in thofe ^whoa^e nice and 
curious^ nor cloy and furfeit them who 
keep A jufi Medium between real Liovd 
and LjU^uriouf'nefs : and I heartily 'wijj^ 
that Vanella's Mifcondud may be a 
jufficent Caution to other young Ladies 
n9t to fall into the fame Sneers, 



THE 
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THE 

Fair CONCUBINE. 

I HO' Oiflmy and Bhgraffif nfay 
appear to be Twin-Sifters in 
the Eyes of fonie People, yet 
riwir Affinitj", if there is any 
botrcen rijcm, is-rcnjev'd toa 
&r grouer DiftaiKe than, they 
arcawareoiv; Cot Hiftoriaiis tceats ofTtiings 
an<t Times in general, and feldom defcends 
to PintiCBlats j bw Biograpliers are obl/gd 
to. recite tlie moftnoimite Tranliidiions of Sie 
Petfons whofe; Lives, he wticcs, if it be of 
any WoDwn> or ntw^be condod-ve to iBuft. 
rate the Work which he undertakes. I 
lake it for granted, that Fumlk will be mi- 
ftraSly mould by [he Coqaeti of this Age, 
and undergo the Lajh of the "Prudes, from 
whofe Hands no garters can be expeaed,' 
though (notwitbftandSog their formal Pre- 
■ tenlion^ 
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eenfions to SanAity and Devotion) they z%c^ 
gttilcy of the lik^ Crime, and reiterate it, 
as often as they have an Opportunity of 
doing it. 

TH? World E3cpe(9:s an Account of 
cv^y Perfon who is become notorious for 
good or bad Ad:ions, and as the Generality 
of Mankind is for reading the vtcicus ra- 
ther than the virtuous Part of a Wo- 
man's Life, I thought it may not be impro- 
per^at this Time to gratify their Inclinati- 
on by introducing kanella upon the "^t^ge^ 
and prefent her ro them in her natural Cp* 
IP^iss. 

AQIS, King of.Lacedemmia J was a. mag^ 
nanimou$ and virtuous Monarch ; Jhemarri* 
cd E/oiJaj the Daughtcrof aGr^r/^»Printe, 
and their Nuptial Bed was grac'd with a 
BumeroUs Ifliie. Alexis^ his elded Son, wa$ 
educated in found Learning and. ifKMr^l Princi- 
ples, and being Heir Apparent to his Father*s 
Kingdom, had, when he arrived at the Years 
of Maturity, an Apartment allotted to him, 
and an Appendage fuificient to fupport diQ; 
Grandeur and Dignity of his Birth. 

QUEEN Eloifa was a Lady of ftria:, 
Piety and Virtue, and took into her Train, 
fix young Ladies, among whom VamUa was 
one, and the Qp^en had a more than. * com-^ 
J ' mom 
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mon Regard and Compaifion for her^ on ac« 
ebuncof an unhappy Indifpoficion which 
her Father, ' a Grecian Lord, labour'd 
under. She was young and beautiful, had 
a conipetant Shar^ of Wit and good Senle^ 
but took too much Freedom in her Conver- 
fation, which becoming habitual, proved to 
be the Deflrudtion of her Character and Re* 
putation. Her Levity was confpicious to 
every one, and it had taken fuch deep Root, 
that neither Example nor Precept could era* 
dicate it ; therefore to prevent, if podible^ 
the fatal Coniequence which was appre- 
hended might enfue, it was judged proper 
to provide a Husband for her^ and a 
Match was propofed between her and Leo^ 
TudeSy who was a Lacedemonian Lord, and 
had been^ a Commander in the Army. But 
it fortunately happen'd for him, that before 
the Treaty of Marriage was concluded, he * 
was fent Ambaflador by his Royal Mailer 
to adjufl: the Difierence that arofe between 
two Neighbouring Potentates ; and there we 
ihall leave him and return to VaneUa^ 

, SOME Hiflorians, whom I have con- 
fulted for the more regular Formation of this 
Riftory, feem to queflion the Veracicy of 
what their Predeceltors have alleged in Vin- . 
dication of every particular Exprellion and 
PafTage contained in the following Para- 
graphs, but allow the whole in general to 

bo 
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fee genutnei 1 have therefore chofe to 
inferc them, fince they ^•fiot cftfiry a Facte 
pf Ini][)ArEiaftty, and 4e4Vc*to the Reader 
ito form Judgttaent 'of chei6 as he i^all ;thf fifc 
proper. , 

THIS young Lady had a Mtikiuidc of 
Admirers, and among the reft wlio made 
their Addreflcs to her, AUHmurideSj a yoang 
Nobleman belonging lo King ' )AgiSj 
had the firft Place in her PkW^&ion. His 
Levity was upon a Levd with heiiis, which 
principally recommended hkn to her good 
Graces i Ihe cfteem'd herfcif to be the hap* 
pieft Perfon upon Earth while fhe w&siinhii 
Company, and thought he coukl not be too 
frequent in the Repititiott 6f his Vifits^ tho' 
he was at the fame time pavi^ a Way fof 
her Ruin. Love was the TopiCk by which 
he infinuated himfdf into het Favour, but 
alas! ^(?/i^?i^^^<? Zri^i;^ Was a Stranger to his 
Heart J forheiifed it as a Cloak to covet 
his libidinous Defigns. They grew fo very 
familiar, that Are indulg'd him in all the Li-» 
berties he, was pleafed to take, one only ex- 
cepted, and it is poflible Ihe would hoc 
have denied hirii Thaty had he fujhed hard 
for it ; but in aTmall fpace of Time he ac- 
complifhcd it with much Facility* 

C O MI N G one Evening to her Apart- 
fticnt, hefurprifed her as (he fafmufing in 

her 
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her Bed-Chamber^ l)uc when the Fit Wad 
bvciy they renewed their Cuftdm of toying 
together ; and leaning his Head on her Bo- 
ibme, ihe puting one Hand about his Neck, 
and flrbHing his Face with the other, he 
took a Paper out of his Pocket, on which 
the following Lines were written, which hd 
fung to her* 

WHAT is Beauty, but a Gin 
To en/hare and trap Folks in ? 
Cupid'^ Net to catch a Hearty 
Natures Tiiiure without Art ; , 
Wfth the IMy joins the Rofe, 
Stomget Charms their Union jhews | 
Now they bloomy and now Are gay 
Uke the wanton Month of May : 
But when Age begin f appear ^ 
And the Autumn does draw near^ 
Beauty fickens at the Sight j 
Then Jhe dreads approa€hmg Night i 
fVan and languid are hef Eyesy 
Weak her Tower did furprifCy 
All her boafied Charms decay y 
Rofe andUC^Y f^e away. 

ALBIMARIT>ES fmgthc Words 
With fo much Humour that Vanella refol- 
ved to have them though (lie paid ever io 
dear for the Putchafe $ and he pcrcciviog 
that her Refolution was unalterable, detcimi- 
ti<td to have a valuableConfideratidn for them. 

D Xo 
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To this End he artfully kept her in fufpence 
for fome Eilne^ now fecming lo gratify her 
Defire, and then agajn to put her o^ with 
feigned Excufes, all which tended dniy to 
make her more eager to obtaip them. Uarjkj 
jouy my Lord^ fays Ihe, pattipg him on the 
Face, and alluring him with her Blufhes^ 
give me the Songy and we will take the ^Plea* 
fare of locking Babies in ane amfbers Eyes. 
. Faith^ Madam, anfwered Alkimartdes with 
a fmiling Cov^ntenance, there is ^gr^at deal 
more Fleafute to be^ found in getting of Babies* 
It may be Jo truly^t^iy^ f^^nelia very demur6« 
ly, hut let us leave ^ this idleTalk, andgrve me 
ihe Song^for I will have it do what you can. 
Thereupon ihe fnatched the Paper ot)t of his 
Hand> and pvt it into her Bbfom. Naj^ 
fays AHimarides^ if you will take it by ,Force^ 
you (hall take frmethmg elfe ip the like. Man- 
ner. He theft coqk Tier in his Arms, and 
having almoft finothcred her with Kifles, 
}aid her upon the Bed, and flie finding him 
preparing the Way for Enjoyment, faid, 
O Lud! O Lud ! Wiat ate you doi^? My 
Maid's in the next Room, and will hear us; 
O fy, fy, my Lord, pray now. forbear, you 

will ruin me, Oh ! Oh ! I fhaU be un- 

done for 6v*r, — r-I fwcar I will tty 6ut^ — 

Oh! Oh! —Whether the Extafy Was \ 

fo great flie could not cry aur, or whether he 
prevented her, by reiterated Kifles^ I will 
not cake upon me to determine, it is certain 

that ^ 
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that (he Ibon grew as tame> and lay as quiet 
ssa Wife. 

HISTORY informs us thit his Lordfhip 
. fvack'd fhe Shelly but hialces no mention of 
bis hzyingfound the Kernel^ fy that we arc 
left in the darK in Relation t6 thslt particu* 
lar f^oint ; we are likewife left tb biirfelves 
to guefs hqw often he rallied and re- 
peated the Onfet jbefore he retreated out of 
the Field. 

VAN Ella perceiving the Houc ta 
draw nigh when ihe maOi appear at Courts 
was oblig'd to change her Beadcloaths, 
^ yrhich was very moqh rumpled by AWima^ 
rides i and when he appeared among the 
Ladies, any body who had been to curious^ 
might have perceived that the young Lord 
and ihe had been doing what wa§ hot juAifia- 
ble, for iier guilty Confcience fkw in her 
Face when he came near her, and difcover* 
ed it felf with frec^uent Blufties. However, 
ihe got the upperhand of it at laA, sH^d ^ar- 
^ied herfelf in the bed Manner ihe was ca- 
pable of doing; and though (he trembled at 
the Thoughts of his fp^aking t6 hef j yet 
flic greatly defited itj biie flie was very 
much vekcl when (he faw hinii coftverfeand 
rake a more thao ordinary Liberty (as (bfc 
imagined) with the ist\i& Joung Ladles. 
Not able to curbher Jeaioufy^fhe ^pproach'd 

' D ^ and 
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iind made one among them^ then with a kind 
of haughty and difdainful Air^ faid. Ladies 
tflke care- how jou cmv^rfe with the Lord 
Albimarides, he has afojt^ bewit^hingTongue 
fufficient to delude a Veftal Virgin, lou 
J/)eak ^ery fcQlingly, Madam^ fays one of the 
Ladies, whofe Name was Medofaria^ and we 
hope he has not deluded you ; but we thank 
j/to for your good Advice^ and in my Ofini- 
on nO'body is fo eatable of Jhewing viih^re: 
the dangerous Rock lies, as the Per /on who 
has hen Shipwreck'd upon it. Truly, re- 
plied Vanelia^ with all the Arrogance imagi- 
pable, / did not dire£f my ^ijcourfe to you^ 
Medoiaria j but fince you have taken a Free- 
4<^m that does not become you^ / mu(i teli 
you plainly y that no Man will venture a Ship- 
fj^reck wtth yoUj or even to go on board your 
Vejfel^ which Jails fo very aukwardly^ and is 
fo iwretfhedly built y that Jbe will not anfwer 
the Helm. 

HOW far they would have carried their 
Refentfnent, had they not been interrupted 
by the Queen Eloifa, who was going to take 
the Air; and' on whom they were obliged 
to attend, no body can tellj however their 
Difcourfe baying been buz'd about the 
Courts foon reached the Queen's Ear, who 
reprimanded the two Aritagonifts in a very 
kind and maternal Manner ; and as fhe was 
all Goodnefs in her fcif, ibe took all the 

Care 
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Care imaginable to breed up the youag I,ju 
dies in virtuous Principles, and to preverac 
any Jealoufy that might arile amone them 
on Account of who had che grcarcft Share 
in her Favour, for fhe treated each of 
them alike. This is an Example, which as it 
is wanted in moft Families, 'tis hoped will 
be followed by every one. 

WHETHER the Queen fufpedcd that 
Fanella had play'd a Slippery [ricL or 
that her Beauty might entice fome of the 
Courtiers to make unlawful AddrefTcs to her 
and be theOccafion of her Ruin, is hard to 
determine; but certain it is that fee fenc 
for Vanella privately, and among many 
other Queftipns which Ihe put to her <ie 
manded to know if the Lord ^ihmaruieshzd 
a mmd to feduce her to a Violation of her 
Ghallity ? Vmella was fo furprifed at this un* 
cxpeded Queftion,thac ihe could not readily 

^l.''l^"A"?^''' ?"^3? ^°°"^« ihe recover- 
ed hcrfelf from the Confufion fte was in. 

Ihe faid, yJ/^^^/4w^, as your Majcfty has 
done me the Honour to admit me into your 
Family, and have ufed me with the Ten. 
dernefs and Affei^ion of a Mother,, my 
Duty obliges me to give you all the Satis fad- 
6n that I am' capable of in this particular' 1 
beg Uave therefore to declare to your MJeff' 
that the young L<»r^Albimarides neveroJFer'd. 
my thing that -^ai rude or dis'Bonourablei 

Tlie 



The Qpecn, not doubting the Veracity of 
>^hat^ftieTaid, feem*d fp be well fatisfied, 
and told her by the by, that (he could not 
with Honour retracS from the Match with 
Jjetmides^ which was in effec3: as good as 
conci^uded. To this Vanella anfwered, Ma^ 
dam^ I have a great Value and Rejhe^ 
fir Leonides, but as I always Jhewea an 
^verftBn to that Matchy except only a feethm 
ing Compliance^ which Jilial ^Duty extorted 
from me^ I hope IJhall be held excujabk if I 
refufe to make us both miferab^^ which would * 
bit he certain Coufequence of fuch a Marriage ; 
in my humble Opinion there is too great a "^ifr 
parity in our Ag^s^ which is the only Objec^ 
tion 1 raijcy believing that Lord Leonide^ 
would be a very ypod Husband^ and make 
any other Woman iSappy. 

' THE Quecfi did not urge this AfFair any 
farther, but difmifsM Vanella^ having cau- 
cion'd her in the mofl friendly Manner^ not 
to miike a falfe Step, or do any Thing that 
might bring a Blemiih on her Reputation. 
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AS fbon as Vanella came to her Apart-^ 
ment, fjie fent for Albimarides^ to whom 
mc related all that had paf^'d between the 
Queen and her, and told him fhe did not 
queflion but her Majefty would talk to 
him about it, and therefore thought proper, 
to forewarn him, that he might be prfipar'd 
' ' ^ with 
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tfitb ati AnfweiTt if the Queen fhould asR 
faiim any Qucftion. Albimarides approv'd 
her Condu^ ; and taking her in his Arm$y 
repeated Kifles prevented her ftom ucceri^g 
one Word; then ufing a Familiaricy not 
proper to be related, ihe difeng^ging h^r 
Lips from his, faid, What^ my Lord^ ^mllyp^ 
pot gi*ve over 'till you have ruined me for ever ? 
ifit 1 fear yoU'have already done it^ andhov) 
€an I nfijt the Man who has difatvid wi 
Heard? , The Reader may guefs the Con- 
fequencc j for as the Poet yery pathetically 
expreiles it, 

Wb^t followed ne^t was pafi the ^ow4T fif 

Verfe, 
Beyond the reach of Fancy to rehear fe. 

. WOMEN have naturally a Tcn^rnefs 
add Anec^ion for the Pafon who fpoils 
thepi of their Virginity, and there is pothilig 
Diore Common than when they have gwtifipd 
th? Inclinations of the Man they lavp,,;to 
permit hin^to reiterate them as frequently 
as he defires, efpecially if he has ^x^cifed 
hipifelf fttenupufly. This we fee verified 
in Vanelia^ who was no lefs than, a 
Stave to the Libidinous Pefues of Albi^ 
marides. 

IN a little time this. young Lady!s Coun- 
tenance began to grow pale and wan j arid 

her 
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her fainting Fits at Court, which appeared 
the more viftble, as fhe took the greater Paiffs 
to conceal them, together with feveral other 
Symtoms, occafion'd it to be whifpeV'd 
about that fhe was Pregnant. This NcWs 
was fwceter than Neiiar ^nd Ambrofta to 
the two young Ladies, Medofaria and Mot- 
dantia^ who were her Rival Companions, 
ind envied her on account of her Beauty, 
feared that one Day or other flie might en- 
grofs the Favours of Alexis^ as (he had already 
fecur'd thoCe of Albimar ides : And truly it 
ttraft be cdnfcfs^d that PaneUas brightCharms 
would have melted the frozen Heart Of in 
Hermit, and obliged him to facrifice at her 
Shfinej nay to have offered a whole Heta- 
tomb at her Alter^ had he been fo well pro- 
Yidedi ^ 

VAMELLAfctihg fhe was nearer the 
I'ime of her Delivery than fhe imagif^€d, 
kept her Bed one Day to confider what Me- 
thod fhe fhotild take to cbneeal her big 
Belly ; and as fhe had ccfnfin'd hqr felf to hct 
Apartment, it gave Birth to V:SriOus Specu- 
lations. Qkiecn Eloifa having been inform- 
ed that the young Lady was very iliuch in* 
difpofed, ordered her own Phyficians td at- 
tend her, and make their Report neitt D4y, 
which they failed not to do, and gave it as 
their Opinions that the Country Air would 
irery much conduce to the Recovery of her 

Health 
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Heafth ; and thereupon flie fcnc one of her 
Ladies to charge Vanella in bet Name- ncft 
to get out of Bed *tiil het Majcfty came, 
which would be in the Evehihg; 

THIS you hiuflnecds rhink was a gie^i: 
Surprifero l^antlU\ but it is impoflibie to 
comprehend the Corifufion flie was in, when 
flie Taw Queen Etotfa approached her Bed- 
Side, who commanded her rb relate the 
CaUfeofher Grief without anyiDifguife or 
Subtlety. Madam^ faid the trembling Fatf 
Owy ifl had taken Warning hy iht Moth 
tvhich jjJays about the Cahdie till it has 
burn'd its Wings, I ftbuld not have bceiiih 
this Condition; but Ihavcplay'd the Fool 
with a certain Lord top loftg, and liow.he 
flights and corircmnS me, and does all that 
lies in his Poiver to make me become the 
}qA bf Me^ofafia v^nd Mcyd'anlia. I heartily 
wifh/anfwered thfe gbod and fage Queen, 
that you have not been playin^fomHlihg elfb 
with him; I,ap loth to give Credit to what 
is confidently reported ; but if you have 
been fo imprtidentas tb make a falfe Seep", 
I advife you to repent of your Error. In 
the mean Time I lay an InjucSion upoh 
you hot to receive a Viftcfiom him, or 
tonverfe with htm, either pcrlbraly, by 
Mefl&gc/ Writing, or othcrwifc, \Virhoutmy 
Approbatibn. She then^as gracioufly p!c3- 
fed to give her the bed Couiilcf, withOf- 

E^ rc(5Hons 
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regions for her future Behaviour; adding^ 
char the Phificians judg'd it proper that ihe 
Ihould go into the Country, and if ihe 
thought ihe could bear the Fatigue of a 
Journey, the fooner ihe began it> the greater 
Benefit ihe would receive by it. 

A S foon as Vanella could equip herfelf 
with fuch Neceilaries as ihe might want, ihe 
arofevery early one Morning, and walking 
about a Mile itomi\\^^2\tct oi Laceditnonia^ 
found a Chariot waiting for her> and feve- 
ral Servants well mounted and arm'd, who 
elcor^cd her to a Sea- port Town about ^o 
Leagues diflance from thence. 

HERE Qie led a kind of reclufe Life^ 
feldom going abroad but for the Benefit of 
the Air j but complaining one Evening of a 
violent Pain in her Back, ihe had the good 
Fortune to have it in ker Arms before the 
Mornings 

. AS foon as ihe' recovered her Strength 
and Compledtion, ihe went to a City about 
ten Miles from the Place where ihe had 
laid in ; but what became of the Babe, or 
whether it was Male or Female I cannot 
take upon me to afcertain, Hiftory being 
deficient therein. Here was a vail Con* 
courfe of Nobility and Gentry, and Vanella 
appeared every Day in Publick^and reforted 
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fo all their Play$, Sports^ and Pa(liine$» oq 
purpofe to be taken notice of, for fhe hop'd 
thereby to obviate the Malice of her Ene- 
mies. Perceiving moft of the Company to 
livithdraw from thence, this young Lady 
iikewife fet out for Lacedemonia^ and, upon 
her Arrival at Court, niet with a generous 
Reception ; even her two inveterate Rivals 
jMedoffia and Mordantia^ wich uiiparallerd 
Hypocracy, congratulated her upon her Rcr 
turn, and the Recovery of her Health. But 
their Cob-web Net was too thin not to be 
difcover d, and too weak to hold Vanella ; 
however, afluming a carelefs Air, (lie thank- 
ed them fpi: their Civility, then turning (hort, 
sind looking upon them with Difdain, (he 
joined in Company with the Court Ladies. 

SHE now (hines with double Ludfe to what 
Ihe had done before, and was more beauti- 
ful Cif poffible) than the celebrated Helen. 
She was inform'd one Day that Prinpe Alexia 
defign'd to make her his Midrefs ; this 
pleafed her exceedingly/ and (he determined 
not to be too eafy in giving her Confcnr, left 
it might pall his Inclination, and give hiih 
Occafion to have the lels Value and Refpeft 
for her: nor yet dally with him too long 
for fear he might forfake her, and take to 
another^ but obferve a due Decorum and 
Medium between the two ExtreamSf 
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KING yigis went to Rujiicate^ zx a fmalj 
Seat which he bad purchafed, delighcfuHy 
f^cuatcd on a large and pleafanc River. He 
took his Q^icen and Family \yith him, with 
f^ecedary Attendance ; and riding abroac/ 
one Day to take the Diverfion of killing 
iqmQ Game in one of his Parks, and being 
very intent upon the Purfuic of his Sport, 
Ifrince Alexis foon prevailed with V^aneUa to, 
retire wiih him to a Covert; here he diC- 
mounted, and faftening hisHorfe to a, Tree, 
as he had alfo done the yopng Lady s, he 
took her from her Saddle, and led her to a 
Bank of. Dazies, in the Mid ft qf a pleafanc 
Grove, \yhere thqy fat fecure from the 
fprching Beams of the Sun. 

HERE they fpcnt (everal Hours to their 
mutual Sacisfadion, in kiflfmg, toying, and 
Love Embraces ; infomtich, that the Even- 
ing was pretty fa^r fpenc, before they were 
aware qf it. This filled them with fome 
perplexiqg Thoughts, but making a Virtue 
of Neccfficy, "the Prince placu Vanella 
pn her HoHe, and mounting his own, they 
rode di^^edly to the Park-gate, which, tp 
their great Surpife, was locked, and nobo- 
dy attended to op^q it. Tlie prince calling 

to Mind that there was a Houfe at a fmall 

* ■ « • • * ' 

Diftance, which had a Paflage into the Road, 
galloped tliiiherwith his Miftrefs, and both 

alighting 



^j 



( 33 !) 

I 

aligUting, they knock'd iac the Door. Nfq 
body was at homebuc a Servant^ who look* 
*ing out of the Window, and feeing Prince 
AiexiSy and a Gentlewoman with hinfi, haften^ . 
ed CO let them in. He put up their Horfes^ 
and ask'd if they would pieafe to drink a 
Glafs of Wine, for he could furnifh them with 
as good as any in Greece. To this they con- 
fenced, and went up Scairs into a Room, 
where they continued till the Evening grew 
dusky ; then, according tb wliat had 
been agreed on between them, Vdnella took 
a. By Road which led her to the Seat of 
King Agts\ arid then the Prince ask'd the 
Servant if he knew who he \^s ? the Fellow 
anfwered, It is nit my Bufinefs^ Sir^ to know 
any Gentleman, who is \not willing to be 
known. Alexis was very well pleafed with 
this Anfwer, and rewarding the Fellow 
went to his owft Country-hoqfe, and foon 
after \\t came hom^, proper* Servants were 
fent for the Horfes. / 

» > 

WHE N Fanettac^mz to her Apartment, 
(he made what hafteflie could to drefs her 
fclf in Older to appear before her Royal 
Miftrefs ; but Midofaria and Mordant ia be- 
ing fworn Eu^mies to this young Lady, and 
having vowed ft> work her Overthrow Ttho' 
all their Schems were of no other Effect 
than to promote the Intercft of Variella) 
went privately, under a Pretence of a Vifit,' 

hoping 



having^ however, not cq find her wtchiqt 
and then would have had a plaufibie Reafoti 
to fay that (he had been with the Prince, 
for they were milTed much about the fame 
Time, 'they aifo difpatch'd.a Meilenger 
to the Houfe of j^/exiSy but were miferably 
baulked in their Expedtacions : For they 
found Vanella (icting on a Couch» with a 
l^ook in her Hand^ and Word was brought 
them that the Prince was at Dinner. They 
Were ei^treamly vex'd at thefe Difappoint- 
mentSy for though they bad fubflanttal 
Gfround for o;i|fpic|on, they could not by 
9)1 their Strats^ems make a Difcovery j yet 
Mordantia^ filled with R?»ge and Envy, very 
psrcly faid» madam^ What is became, of the 
prince,? Vanella replied, Hfben I am^ made 
Keeper of the Trince^ IJhaMthen be Me to 
anfwerfuch an Impertinent ^uefticn; but I 
fuppofes Madam^ ya;^ are very well fatisfied 
that Trince Alexis is nofvat dinner. This 
was a Mortification to MQrdantia^ who con-* 
eluded that Vanella had ovetheard what the 
Mefienger had told her; and refolving, if 
po(fibIe» to irritate her to the higheft Degree, 
laid, Allow that you ^re not the Trince*s 
Keeper^ bfit I fuppofe you would willingly be 
kept by him^ If that Jbould ever come to pafs^ 
replied Vanella^ I do affure you IJkall not be 
jealous of TO [/; for I believe Trince Alexis 
has a better Tajie than to change a Peach for 
# Quince. Truly ^ Mordantia, all your Arti- 
fices 
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foes njbill not avail jau; I tan fie through 
them^ and nmfi tell yau^ that you wete not cut 
out for a Petcicoac Ploter. 

MOR'DANTIA, imagining that Vanellds 
Words glanc'd ilrong at her, though they 
feem'd to be pointed at Medofaria^^to^Q from 
her Chair, and with Indignatioix in her 
Countenance, faid, / think it is very proper 
that we take leave of the Lady^ otberwifi 
Jhe may grow Angry ^ and then how will Jh^e 
be able to entertain /^^iPrince, from whom I 
fuppofe jhe experts a Vtfit after Thinner ? To 
this Fanella anfwered, lf'Frinceh\tyih will 
do me fomuch Honour^ my Duty obliges me^ 
even though Inclination were wanting^ to give 
him the civileft Reception ; but^ Ladies, at 
Juch a Sight would put you into the moji bit^ 
ter Agonies^ I advife you to retire in Time* 
Envy is a corroding Cancer in the Mind, and 
furrows many a handfome Face even beforo 
the Autumn of Life dr^^s near \ not that 1 
think it can do any prejudice to you, Mordantia:^ 
you may fiill proceed in following the Example 
of the Viper in the Fablcy and gnaw the File 
till you break every Tooth in your Head. But 
that ye both may have fomething to Employ 
your Thoughts for a whtle^ J defireyou to re^ 
member J that Venus carried off* the golden 
Prize, and that Paris, who gave it her as a 
Reward which her Beauty j^ly claimed^ was 
the Son of a King •• But miftab me not ^ for 

there 



there is no Room to infer from hence ^ that I 
think either of ye a Juno, or a Pallas, though 
you may call the former ycur Patroncfs, ijuho^ 
if Fame may be credited^ founded the School 
wherein poor Mortals karn Billingfgatc Re- 
torick: , 

THE Scafoti of the Year advanting tvhicfi 
iavited d>e Nobility and Gentry to breath 
the Country Air, King J^gis removed with 
all his Courc to one of his Palaces, fituated 
at fome Diftance from Lacedemcnia. Prince 
[Alexis^ having a flrong Defire to make an 
Experiment of ^^»^i7^2's Sincerity, thought 
that the beft Method he could take, was td 
;ive her Caufe to be jealous j to effete this 
le talked very freely with M^dcfaria^ and 
Mordant ia^ z^d to the latter, wheninCom- 
fony one Owning with Vanella, he made a 
^refent of a dfld Box. inlaid with the richeft 
Jewels 5 Nay, Hiftory tell us, thit he pro- 
ceeded to a fjtrther Length, he attemp- 
ted a Pea fane's Wife to his Embraces, who 
I?eing obftinaee in her Refufal, and he carncft- 
ly infUling on a Compliance, flie at laft cal- 
led our, and alarm'd her Husband, who 
came immediately to her Relifef. They ef« 
ther did not, or would not kn6w who he 
was; and thecefore handled hfm in a vcrjj 
rough Manner, which foon rea^h'd the Enrs 
<)f VaneUa. She now became exrreamly 
^ jealous 



jeatous, and not able to retain Iicr Mind 
any longer, wrote him a Letter to the fol- 
lowing purpofe. 

My dear Trince^ 

* \Z ^^^^^ receive this Letter, ' which 
** X\^ conies from her whofe Soul you 
** have fet on Fire, and who wishes to 
** live no longer than (he proves cond^t^ 
^ to you. Happy, thrice iiappy I was 
** when in my Arms you panting lay, ahd 
*^ fpoke a thoufand pretty Things to me* 
*^ Our mutual Love produc'd mutual Joys, 
** nor did we think purfelves Iavi(h therein* 
" But no\v Millions of Furies invade my 
^ Bread;, ten thouland^ anxious Doubts 
*^ difturb my Mind, and Night and Day I 
"•^ can find no Peace. Rage and Jealoufy 
^ domineer and play the Tyrant over me 
** by Turns; methinks I am the Laughing^ 
** ftock of th® Court, and when 1 approach 
" my Royal Mijirefs^ my EJeart co ifcious of 
** it's built Is ftruck with a p;iriick Fear, 
*^ qnd when I retire, butnfhg with an eter- 
" nat Flams, I find niy Apartment, which 
** was my, Paradife when you Wi/e there, i^ 
^^ IjowbecpmeaHell. O .^/mi.theTorcurcs 
" of a Rack are nothing tn Comparifon to 
" what I feel ; yet thefe, and more than 
*' thefe, I fuffer for your Sake. Tell me, 
*' dear Prince, what have I done ; what 

F " Cauft 
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** Caufc have I given you to forfake me f 
" can Medofaria vie with me for Nobility 
** ot Birth, or Mordrntm fland in Coihpeti- 
•' tion with Vanelia for Beauty? why then 
" am I flighted and they carrefs'd > how 
*' often have you told me that! had a Mul- 
*' tjtude of Charms, and that the Graces 
*' were proud of their Attendance on me J 
" Is it then pofifibie that you can con* 
*' defcend to foiicire a Tki?ean Matron^ 
^ the Wife of a poc; Pcafant, to giant you a 
" ^ia^^our^ which Venus^ if flie were on Earth, 
** would be proud to grant you ? I have a 
" chouland Things to fay, but my Spirits 
** fleet lb faft, chat my trembling Hand can 
^* only let yqu know, except I fee you 
quickly, the next News you hear will be 
the untimely Death of the forfakcn and 
" diflraded, 

FANELLA. 

THE Prince was fenfibly affeded with 
tliis Letter, \^h»ch gave him great Uneafr 
nefs, and being now cpnvinc d - of Vanella's 
Sincerity, wilhed that he had not put it to 
the Teft ; but to comfort the young Lady 
in her Afflidron, he fent word by the Per- 
fon who brought the Letter, that he would 
not fail of complying with what flie leem'd 
to defire*. ^ 
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IN the Evening Prince Alexis vifitcd 
Vanellay who, as 16on as flie faw him, arofe 
froni her^ Couch, but her Joy was . 16 
great that flic fainted, and had certainly 
fallen on the Ground, if the Prince had not 
faved her by catching her in his Arms, tho* 
ihe foon recovered her Senfcs, yet it was 
fome time before flie could fpeak to himj 
he perceivM that ihe endeavoured to do it, 
but her Words could find no Utterance. 
The Prince feeing the Condition fhe was .in, 
carefs'd her mofl: affedionately, and us'd the 
tendercft Expreflions imaginable,- in the 
mean while her Eyes were fix'd upon him ; 
flie often fighed and groaned, grafped his 
Hand fad, and at lail, flrughng hard to de<* 
clare her M ind, recovered her Sipeech, and 
fpoke to him after the following Manner. 

O my Prince ^ I know not which is gr^atefiy 
the Torments which you created and Ifujfered^ 
ar th e Joy I now receive from your Arms. 
Belt ^ve me, my Alexis, / was upon the Verge 
p/Defpair, and jhould have cajt my flif into 
the Bottomlefs GMl^hi had you not prevented 
me by your verbal Anfwer to my Letter • 
and now your Prefence enlivens my Hopes^ 
and bids me live. Methinks that I am pft 
awaken d from a moft bed ions and frith 'nl 
^ream^ and 1 am re folutely deter mined U at 
Nothing, kit the like' Occafton, fhafl dt^ufh 
my future Teace and Tranquility . ' To this 
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\ he Prince replied. 1 do affutB you^ Vanella, 
I'laill ne^er give you a fee and Caufe to com^, 
flamj and isjhat I have dene was only to try 
tzhi'tker you were Sincere in your Lave and 
Fr tend jhip for my Terfon^ of which J am now 
flilty^ cohvincd. Tou mufi needs own^ replied 
Panel/ a ^ that it was A very fever e Tryal; 
but^ my dearTrince^yourkind'Pramife^ and the 
Jlfjurance you gixe me that your fat is fied with 
tny Sincerity, have doubly recommenced all my 
Suffer trigs. • , 

PRINCE Alexis^ todiycvtVal/enP^ fhift^ 
cd this melanchoUy /Scene, and making 
Love the Subjed: of their Difcourfe, they 
fpenc feveral Hours in the moil 4^r^^^?^i? 
Manner, and to the great Joy and Satisfadi- 
on of each other. During the Refidence of 
King Agis in the Country,, they carried on 
their Intrigues as plauAbly as the Nature 
ofthe Afrair would admit j nor did they 
defift upon the Return of the Court to La^ 
dedemonia. 

IN a few Weeks VaneUaheczmeprcgmm^ 
' \\ hich, as it cncrcafed every Day, flie could 
nor conceal from the prying Eyes of Mordan^ 
tia ^nd Medofaria^ and as flie \vas palling by 
ihefe two youg Ladies, when they Were 
talking rogether, the former faid to her, / 
' thmk, Vanella, /w grow fat and lean like the 
Rabits^ but with this Difference^ that their 

^ Change 
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Change happens in one Months and yours m 
nine. VaneUa^ without Hefitation, made An* 
fwer, Ifldo^ Mordantia, you muft acknaw^ 
ledge that I keep npf Fat much longer than you 
did //?^ Gold- Box J and let me tell you^ there 
is one you know^ that would number herfelf 
among the happieft Verfcns on Earthy tf her 
Condition could juffer a Change j Jke has trfd 
to efcB it^ but the Labour was loft on both 
Sides ^ for there are feme Creatures^ in the 
World uho are naturally Barren. For my 
Tart^ 1 freely cwn^ that ifVrmce Akxis had 
made me a Trefent of a Jti^gy a Box, or a 
Watch^ neither Threats or ^romtfes Jhould 
have prevailed on me to affront himfogrofsly 
as to return it after J had kept it a While. 

HEREUPON Vanella withdrew, and 
fending for one^ who was her Gcinfident, 
thfey confultcd on^what Method they fliould 
akfe, and at laft concluded to retire to a 
Country Village named Eguira^ about five 
Leagues ftom Lacedemcn : Soon after hfer De- 
parture fhe wrote a Letter to Queen Elotfa^ 
in the Laconic Style, arid-to this Purpofc j 

Moft Gracious Madam^ ' * 



¥ BEG leave to inform you, that I am 



** ■ with Child by Prince Alexis \ for 
*' which Reafon I have retired from Court j^ 
\\ and think it nor proper to return till I 
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** have Lmd hf or fome Provifion be 
" made for me j which is certainly very 
** requifice." 

THE Queen was greatly furprifed when 
me read the Letter, and fending for the 
Prince, fliewed it to him, and asking whether 
the Contents were true, the Prince bow- 
ing with profound Reverence and Refped, 
anfwered in the Affirmative,- the good 
Queen chequed him for being guilty of fuch 
a Crime, but a Reconciliation was foon 
brought about. 

VANELLA, fending for her Uncle, 
l-evealed every Thing to him, who under- 

n ^^. P*;*^^ '^'^ ^^""^ *ief Father, and 
re-eftabhfli her in his Favour j and when he 

had effe<J^ed this, he hired a Houfe for her 
. ^ fufnifted m thp Bafilkan Square, to 
which (be returned, and fhe had as much 
Attendance as any Perfon of her Rank and 
Quality could defire. 

•JS foon as it was rumoured that Va^- 
vella had taken a Houfe, feveral of the 
Court-Ladies, and others of the greateft 
Diftmaion, came to vifit her ; fome out of 
Curiofity, and others who had a Friendlhip 
and Value for her, to condole with her in 
the unhappy State ffie was in. But ihe, not 
daunted at what they faid, with a magna- 
nimous 



r 






nimous Heart told them, flic Jook'd upon nef 
felf to be in the happtefi Condition . of any 
Woman upon Earth, which ihe would not 
change wirh any Subjeifl in Lacedemonia i 
for Ihe had a large Share of the Prince's Fa- 
vour, and efleem'd it more Honour to be 
with Child by him, than to be made a 
Dutchefs, AUxts i;zvcit frequently to her 
'Houik mc(?gmto^ and being now under, no 
Appreheoiion of an Interruption, they en- 
joyed each others Company with double 
Pleafure. When /^w//^^ perceived that the 
Prince was delighted with her big Belly, 
fhe fmilling faid, I hope, that in a fliorc 
Time I Iball be ab/e to fend you the joyful 
News of the Birth of a Duke,- to which 
the Prince anfwered, Such News, VanellUy 
will be acceptable to me even at Midnight, 
and efpecially if it be atcompanied with an 
Information of your being in as good Health, 
as ccn be exped^ed from a Perfon under the 
like Circumflances with youf^lf. Vanella 
thanked him for his kind and tender £x^ 
pteffions, and-laid, She would do herfelf the 
Honour to take Care be Ihould be ptjndually 
6bey'd in every thing ; adding, that ihe re- 
quefted him, in Cafe ihe fhoulddie in Child- 
Bed, to make a handfome Provifion for the 
Infant, whether Male or Female, whiciv 
he promifed ihould be certainly performed. 

THE 



THE Grsciah Hiftoriaris io furtliei^ ofe- 
ferve, chat fo great was the Goodnefs, sincl 
fo very wondetful the Condelcenfion of 
Qiieen Eloifa^ that Ihe permitted herf^lf to 
be prevaiFd upon to lee Vanella attend her 
in private one Da3^afcet her Departure from 
Court, VmellA having a ftrong Defireto 
pay her Duty and Refpedl to her Majefty^ 
and to fubmic herfelf entirely to her. ' 

BUT now I fliall dondder fhe Hiftof ij^n'^ 
Account of a Sectlement faid to be madd 
by Prince Alexis for this Fair Concubine^ 
and that is as follows, w^. t^orty thoufand 
Crowns to piirchafe Plate, arid furniffi % 
Houfe for her j Eight thoufand Crowns pet 
Annum duting herpfe^j and four thoufarid 
Crowns mott per AnnUm during thePleafure 
of the Prince, 

s 

AT the Time of this Hiftory being fenC 
to the Prefs, l^at^ella had about two Months, 
*o go> as fhe reckon d herfelf j that is, fhe 
expected to be brought to Bed in the fifth 
Month in the Year. 

, THE ffoufe which was taken fot VmelU 
not being fo convenient as was expecStedi^ 
her Sifter-in-Law, being reconciled to her, 
hired another, which thay went about 
to furnifh with all Expedition ; Plate 

was 



i 
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Was brought, many Hands were employed 
in making Childbed Linnen^ a Nurle was 
provided, and (he wanted nothing that was 
requifitc for a young Lady in her Condition. 

THE Vacancy, occafion'd by Vanellas 
withdrawing front the Court of Lacedcmo^ 
nia^ was foon fiU'd up, and fo great was 
AfW^»///j's Intercft, that (he was piit in 
Poflclfion of the Apartment which her Ri- 
val had pofTcfTcd ; tho' this was fome Com- 
fort to her, yet flic had the MortificaHon to 
find, that by all her Plots and Contrivances, 
ihe could not ejed; Vanella out of Prince 
Alexis^ favour, and Wortn herfelf into it. 
However, (he would not Defpair, for (l)e 
believed that i^VdnelU (hould die in Ghild- 
bedj (he might rivet herfelf in the Prince's 
good Graces: and if flie recover d, then 
flie hoped indue Time to make him Jealous, 
and by abandoning the hzzixtifui ^f^aml/j^ 
flie might fupply her Place. 

JEALOU&Y is without Doubt a Sort of 
Plenty in the Mind , and hurries thofe 
whom it has feizedto unwarrantable Lengths; 
the Methods they purfue to ruin their Ri« 
vals, generally end in their own Deftrudtion, 
and zs it has the greateft Power over the 
Minds of Women, lo its Strength is niani- 
fcdcd to ^be the flrongefl:, when the con- 
tending Parties are of a fupcrior Rank and 

G Station 
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Station, and the Object of their Defirer 
moves, in a Sphere much lighter than their 
own. They adore and gaze upon the ri^ng 
Sun, till its LuHire firll dazzles, and after- 
wards deprives them of their Sight ; The 
Eagle alone can, with Safety, behold-its ra- 
diant Beams ; VamlU was that Eagle^ flie 
couJd tower aloft, bask in its Bays with 
Safety, and wanton in its Meridian Glory. 
But, alas! her ploting Rivals were obligd 
" to pore upon their Mother Earth, and re- 
ceive Tuch Comfort from her at Second 
Hand, as the enlivening Sun was pleajfed to 
communicate to them. 
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T^he Lady's laft Shift; or a 
Cure for Shame. 

iA TALE, 

\ 

T^ENUS of L^ve and Beauty Queen, 
^ Infpire my Verfe, diredt my Pen, 
That it may fair Vanella ihew. 
Lovely as thee, and Wanton too j 
In Pride of Vouth, and Beauty gay^ 
As ^uly ripe, as fweet as May.. 

Fortune favouring dill the Fair, 
Took young Vanella to her Care, 
Placd hn amidft the Joys of State, 
Where Pomp and Pieafure on her wair^ 
And Threw — to make i&^r Blifs compleat. 
Even great Alepcis at her Feet. 

Who doth not gay Alexis know, 
By Birth a Lord, by Drefs a Beau, 
So form'd to give Love's fierce Alarms, 
tfhat all to him refign their Charms. 

G * Proud 



Proud if their Beauty can fubdue. 
Him, whom the Nymphs with Envy view; 
Towards whom each am'rous^F/^/r-e?»4i' turns, 
For whom riie Courtly Circle burns. 
And full as much Complaifance T^^ze^. 
As if in a Seraglio. 

But bright Vanella^ lucky Maid, 
lki\ovitAkxii% Heart betrayed, 
For her let out with Care to view% 
His powder'd Front, zndftiffend Cue. 
The Youth the Darling of the Fair^ 
Defpifing them, had fix'd on her^ ' 

His Eyes wlierc-e'et het Charnte they met, 
•With a peculiar Stare were fet. 
With languid Looks on her they roll. 
And fpeak the Paffion of his Soul ; 
Each Word, each Ad, his Love proclaim, 
And Smhs half brqatli'd fan thefoft Fiame. 
At lad-- — ^For Silence had been vain, 
He told the Fair one all his Pain j 
How much his Heart was in her Power, 
And what from Sccrn he fliould endure* 
But the bright Nymph had ne'er defign'd. 
To be to fuch a Youth unkind ; 
Charmed. with his Tide, Pomp and Shew, 
Charm'd with the Lord, and with the Beauj 
She to Alexis % Paffion gave, 
All \X\ii his warmcfi; Wiih couW crave. 

The 
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ThQ leauteaus Crtatttre thus cii^yy. 
Grew fome fpiteful Folks, fay cloy'4* 

Bur ill-luck did at lafl prevail, > 
Here comes the Burthen of my Tale^ 
Vanella now began to fwell, 
And Love by its Effcds tell 
At her Wits end to him flic flies^' 
There Raves, and Sighs, and Stamps, and 

{Cries % 
While poor Alexis knew not how, 
T'appeafe her^ or what beft to do. 
At lengrh the enamour'd Tair agreed. 
From Towfc Jhe ftoukl depa^ with Ipeed \ 
And lie in cog till fhe had brought. 
The fmiling Ijfm of her Fault j 
And then — quoth He- -my Love again, 
•Shall ihine the bright efi of the Train, 
My Power Ihall ftiU proted: thy Fame^ 
And Gfeatnefs leave no Room for Shame^ 

Ye Fair Ones from her Fate be Wife, 
Since now detei^ed all Defpize, 
That Beauty which before did prove. 
The Butt of Envy and of Love, 
Yet if her Name ye would obtain, 
Your Search give o'er — ^lince it is Vdn. 
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